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EUROPEAN ARMS INDUSTRY AND NEED FOR BROAD-BASED STUDY 
ON MILITARY CAPABILITIES AND THE DEFENSE OF EUROPE. 
DEBRIEF BY EMBOFF OF A MINISTRY OF DEFENSE OFFICIAL 
WHO ATTENDED THE MEETING LEAVES IMPRESSION THE UK 
DISCUSSION PAPER QUOTED IN REFTEL WAS BEFORE THE 
GROUP, ALTHOUGH OUR SOURCE MADE NO SPECIFIC MENTION 
OF PAPER. SOURCE STATED THAT "FRANK EXCHANGE" 

OCCURRED ON HOW TO RESTORE EUROPEAN ARMS INDUSTRY 
TO HEALTH WITHOUT ANTAGONZING U.S. OR APPEARING TO 
ADOPT ANTI-U.S. STANCE. 

2. ONLY OTHER SUBJECT DISCUSSED IN LENGTH AT MEETING, 
ACCORDING TO OUR SOURCE, WAS HOW TO IMPROVE MILITARY 
CAPABILITIES FOR THE DFENSE OF EUROPE AND TO 
FACILITATE ENORMOUS TASK CONFRONTING EUROPEAN 
POLITICANS OF MAINTAINING EUROPEAN DEFENSE EFFORT. 
ATTENDEES UNANIMOUSLY AGREED THAT AN OVERALL STUDY 
OF THE PROBLEM WOULD BE REQUIRED, GEARED TO AN 
ASSESSMENT OF EUROPEAN MILITARY CAPABILITIES VIS-A-VIS 
THE WARSAW PACT THREAT IN THE SHORT, MEDIUM AND LONG 
TERM. 

3. WE UNDERSTAND THAT BOTH ARMS INDUSTRY AND DEFENSE 
CAPABILITY INSSUES WILL BE RAISED AT JUNE 13 MEETING 

OF EUROGROUP MINISTERS. 

4. OSLO MEETING WAS CHAIRED BY ERIK HIMLE, 

SECRETARY GENERAL OF NORWEGIAN MINISTRY OF DEFNSE, 

WHO SUBSEQUENTLY STATED TO PRESS THAT MAIN DISCUSSION 
TOPIC WAS CLOSER COOPERATION IN DEVELOPMENT, 
PRODUCTION AND PROCUREMENT OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT. 
PRESS STATES THAT IT HAD BEEN EXPECTED THAT THE 

ROLE OF FRANCE IN FUTURE EUROPEAN DEFENSE COOPERATION, 
AS WELL AS THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE EUROGROUP TO WEU, 
WOULD BE MAJOR SUBJECTS FOR DISCUSSION, BUT THAT 
ACCORDING TO HIMLE THESE TOPICS DID NOT RECEIVE 
MUCH ATTENTION— PROBABLY BECUASE OF THE FRENCH 
POLITICAL SITUATION. HIMLE ALSO SAID AIRCRAFT 
REPLACEMENT ISSUE RECEIVED ONLY BRIEF MENTION SINCE 
THIS MATTER BEING HANDLED BY FOUR NATIONS WITHIN 
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